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FIRE LANE REQUIREMENTS 

 

All fire lanes for the purposes of these guidelines and any other guidelines or requirements of the Fire Department 

shall conform to the 2012 International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the City of Celina. 

Fire Access Road Locations (See Figure 1) 

1) Approved, unobstructed fire department access (fire lanes) shall be provided such that all portions of the 

exterior of the building shall be within 150-feet (as the hose lays) of a fire lane and/or other approved fire 

apparatus access roadway. The path of measurement shall be along a minimum of a 10-feet wide 

unobstructed pathway with a maximum of a 5% slope around the external walls of the structure. 

(Obstructions include AC units, shrubs, trees, gates, or other construction or utilities.) 

2) Two means of fire apparatus access shall be provided for the following: 

a) Buildings or facilities exceeding 30-feet or three stories in height. 

b) Buildings or facilities having a gross building area of more than 62,000 square feet. 

(Exception: Projects having a gross building area of up to 124,000 square feet that have a single approved 

fire apparatus access road when all buildings are equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler systems.) 

c) Multiple-family residential projects having more than 100 dwelling units. 

(Exception: Projects having up to 200 dwelling units may have a single approved fire apparatus access road when all 

buildings, including nonresidential occupancies, are equipped throughout with approved automatic sprinkler systems.) 

d) Multiple-family residential projects having more than 200 dwelling units. 

e) One- or two-family dwelling developments where the number of dwelling units exceeds 30. 

(Exception: Where there are more than 30 dwelling units on a single public or private fire apparatus access road and 

all dwelling units are equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 

Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3 of the International Fire Code, access from two directions shall not be 

required) 

3) Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a distance apart equal to not less 

than one half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of the lot or area to be served, 

measured in a straight line between accesses. 

(Exception: Fire Code official shall approve layout for multiple-family residential projects.) 

4) Buildings or portions of buildings or facilities three or more stories or 30-feet or more in height above the 

lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be provided with a fire lane a minimum of 15-feet 

to a maximum of 30-feet from the building and shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building. 

Fire Lane Specifications 

1) Fire lanes width will be measured face of curb to face of curb (FC-FC). 

2) Fire lanes shall have: 

a) Width 24 feet 

b) A turning radius of 20-feet for buildings less than 30-feet in height or less than 3 stories 

c) A turning radius of 39-feet for buildings 30-feet or above in height and/or 3 or more stories in height. 

d) Minimum clear vertical height clearance of 14 feet. 
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Fire Lane Specifications (continued) 

3) Fire lanes are not allowed to go under or through an area covered with an awning, canopy, carport, porte-

cochere, sky bridge, parking structure, covered structure, etc. 

4) Fire lane cannot exceed 10% in grade change, with cross slope not exceeding 5%. 

5) Fire lanes shall be constructed of concrete surface. The design shall be based on the geotechnical investigation 

of the site, but shall meet the stated minimums, as follows:  the fire lane shall be constructed with 6-inch 

thick, 3600 psi concrete with No. 3 bars spaced 24 inches on centers both ways and with sub-grade to a 

density not less than 95 percent standard density. 

Marking (See Figure 2) 

1) Striping — Fire apparatus access roads shall be marked by painted lines of red traffic paint six inches (6”) in 

width to show the boundaries of the lane. The words “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” or “FIRE LANE NO 

PARKING” shall appear in four inch (4”) white letters at 25-feet intervals on the red border markings along 

both sides of the fire lanes. Where a curb is available, the stripping shall be on both the vertical and horizontal 

faces of the curb. 

2) Signs — Signs shall read “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” or “FIRE LANE NO PARKING” and shall be 12” 

wide and 18” high. Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and borders in red, using not less 

than 2” lettering. Signs shall be permanently affixed to a stationary post and the bottom of the sign shall be six 

feet, six inches (6’6”) above finished grade. Signs shall be spaced not more than fifty feet (50’) apart.  Signs 

may be installed on permanent buildings or walls or as approved by the Fire Chief. 

Fire Lane Turnarounds (See Figure 3) 

1) An approved hammerhead, cul-de-sac, or dead-end hammerhead turnaround must be provided for all dead end 

fire access roads in excess of 150-feet in length. Unless specifically approved by the Fire Department, parking 

or other obstruction within the required turnarounds is prohibited. 

2) All approved turnarounds shall be marked and platted as fire lanes. 

3) Cul-De-Sac.  47.5-foot minimum radius 95-foot diameter. Corner radius shall be per the fire lane width 

required. 

4) Hammerhead. 60-foot minimum legs along the “T,” as measured from centerline of the fire lane. Corner 

radius shall be per the fire lane width required. Dead-End Hammerhead.  60-foot minimum intersection leg, as 

measured from centerline of the fire lane. Corner radius shall be per the fire lane width required. 

Traffic Calming Devices 

1) Speed bumps or other similar obstacles that have the effect of slowing or impeding the response of fire 

apparatus shall be approved by the Fire Department prior to installation. 

Fire Apparatus Access Roads during Construction 

1) When fire apparatus access roads are required to be installed, such protection shall be installed and made 

serviceable prior to vertical construction, and shall remain serviceable during construction. 

Plan Review 

1) Fire lanes shall be indicated on the plat as an easement. Where fire lanes are provided and a plat is not 

required, the limits of the fire lane shall be shown on a site plan. 

2) Fire lane and access easements shall be provided to serve all buildings through parking areas, to service 

entrances of buildings, loading areas and trash collection areas, and other areas deemed necessary to be 

available to fire and emergency vehicles. The Fire Chief is authorized to designate additional requirements for 

fire lanes where the same is reasonably necessary to provide access for fire and rescue personnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

Figure 1 – Fire Lane 150 ft. Rule Example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Figure 2 – Fire Lane Markings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Approved Fire Lane Turn-around 
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